[Fronto-ethmoïdal encephaloceles in Dakar. Report of 9 cases].
A retrospective study of 9 cases of fronto-ethmoïdal encephaloceles is reported. Cases have been gathered from the files of Dakar University Neurosurgical Unit. Fronto-ethmoïdal encephaloceles were about 9.8% of all encephaloceles. In all the cases the exit hole from the anterior cranial fossa is at the site of the foramen caecum. The location of the tumor was fronto-nasal in seven patients and naso-ethmoïdal in two. The cranio-facial deformity consisted of increase of local volume and a lateral displacement of medial canthus in six cases, a down ward drift of the tip of the nose in two cases and one case of orbital hypertelorism. Eight cases were meningo-encephaloceles and the last a meningo-encephocystocele. Diola was the most ethnic group involved. All patients have been operated by a simple neurosurgical procedure without obstruction of the cranial defect nor bony displacement. In five cases mental and aesthetic results were good when operation was done during the first year of live. The authors stress early surgical treatment for fronto-ethmoïdal encephaloceles.